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2. That the Devil was present before, only not
visibly.

First, That the Devil and the magician corre-
spond : by corresponding must, I think, be under-
stood, that the magician knows where Satan is ;
that measures are concerted between them, how to
converse ; as was the case between him and Albra-
hazen, of whom already; and that by these con-
certed measures he can ask the favour of Satan as
often as he pleases, to make himself visible for such
or such an occasion, as at that time presents.

Secondly, By this it should seem, according to
the opinion of some, learned in this wisdom, that
those magicians that are eminent in their practice
have some devil or other always with them, visible
to themselves, though invisible to others ; and that
they both see and converse with them continually.
This is very rational to believe, and is what I take
to be that which the Scripture means by having a
familiar spirit; and that Manasseh had such the
text is positive in. Now, that these men or women,
whether magicians or what you please to call them,
can desire the favour of their familiar or secondary
devil to assume a shape and put on visibility, I make
no question of; it seems to be no great matter, and
to have no great difficulty in it. On the other hand,
these seem to be the only people that can raise the
Devil; for how should anybody else do it upon such
common and ordinary occasions, if he was not at
their elbow ? how could they call him with mutter-
ing over a little gibberish, and talking it in wHsper
too ? The Devil is not omniscient; he cannot, at
the distance of his airy dwelling, know the thoughts
of the agent, or see the circles and figures he draws;
he must therefore be invisibly present with him,
can see his circles, crosses, and figures, and all his
motions, whether public or private; and I insist
upon it that none can raise the Devil in this manner